
Google Earth Basics

Introducing Google Earth

This is a basic primer on Google Earth to acquaint one with the user interface, KML files, and how to
make educational use of one of Google's greatest applications.

1. Earth

2. The tools that allow you to travel around the Earth, to change perspective, and zoom in and out. 

3. Toolbar (This includes the pin tool and the path tool which we will return to later as well as a link
to Google Sky)

4. Search bar. We can type an address, a building name, or coordinates and Google Earth will take
us there provided it finds it.

5. Places keeps a list of the places you go as well as KML or KMZ files you download and run.

6. Layers is where you can turn on and off display information on the map including road names, the
weather, 3D Buildings etc...
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Zooming in on downtown Chicago and the Sears Tower

In this shot we have typed in the "Sears Tower" and have zoomed in on America's tallest building.  
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Earth.Google.Com

This is Google Earth's home base. In addition to file downloads and updates, Google offers a
"Gallery." The KML Gallery (KML stands for Keyhole Markup Language) is the place to go for KMZ
files or layers that contain information that can be displayed in Google Earth. This is the first step
into turning Earth into an education tool as opposed to a giant spinning map or an application that
can drive your directions (see next step for a digression from education). 
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Directions

This is an overhead view of Google Earth giving directions (the math class possibilities are endless).
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Google Earth Driving...

Once you have typed in your two destinations and hit the search button, you can click the play
button to see the map drive the route.
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Back to the KML Gallery

This is the Google Earth Gallery. There are a lot of KML files here. To use one, click on it. The
download should begin immediately and your computer should launch Google Earth with the KMZ
file layer showing. The next show will show an example of the Darfur layer. 
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How to enter our own information and make our own KMZ file

After we click on the pin we can enter our own information. The next few screenshots will show the
steps. 
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Adding the Pin and your information

Once you have placed the pin in the location you desire, enter your information about that location.
You can even use HTML markup language to control the look and feel. 

Some basic markup language:

<p>creates a paragraph</p>

<b>bolds your text</b>

To enter an image that is on the web: <img src="http://nhsd.org/lion.jpg">
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Display your information

You can display your information at anytime simple by clicking on your pin.
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Adding a Path

In addition to the pin, you can also add a path to create a tour. This screenshot shows us a path
leading to Starbucks. To do this, click on the path tool in the toolbar and draw your path using the
mouse. You can draw straight lines between two points by clicking as you go along as opposed to
trying to draw it freehand.
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Saving the places and driving your path

Make sure all your points are checked in "Temporary Places"; click on File-->Save Places As and
name your KMZ file.

Once this is completed you can open the file and go to your pinpoints. Remember the play button for
driving directions? If you click it after you select your path, it will drive the path for you. 
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Adding Text and Graphics

The editor 
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The U.N.'s KMZ file on Darfur
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